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Sonic THE Heocenos #3) 
“Pseuoo-Sontc" 
Using Sonic's profile, Robotnik builds his ultimate evil robot. 
"The Pseudo-Sonic"! With Sonic sick and alone in the forest, his evil 
robo-duplicate makes his move. Pseudo-Sonic discovers Knothole and is 
about to reveal its location to the gleefully awaiting Doctor Robotnik! 


“War's THE Powwr?" 

Sonic finds the perfect present for Princes Sally: a pet Mabian 
Needlebird. The Needlebird, dubbed Thorny, has become quite a 
nuisance, destroying Sally's birthday celebration. Things go fram 
bad ta worse as Sally is put in a dangerous situation and only 
Thorny can save her! 


Sonic THe Heosenos #10 
"REVENGE OF THE NeRBS" 

Sonic and the Freedom Fighters are saved from Robotnik by the 
underground-dwelling Nerbs. These quiet, private and peaceful 
creatures tell Sonic and his friends of Robotnik’s latest plans and 
his Nerb hostages. Can Sonic, the Freedom Fighters and the Nerbs 
save the day or will they get buried trying? 


“"Twan Wirt THE Wino 
The Freedom Fighters use Antoine's hot air balloon to scout out a 
suitable location for their picnic. When Buzzbombers attack the balloon, 
Robotnik learns of the picnic and decides to crash it! Can cowardly 
Antaine patch the balloon and rescue his friends, or are his 
plans full of hot air? 


Sonic THE Heocenos #11 
“THE Good, THe Bao, ANO THE HEDGEHOG” 
The first appearance of Evil Sonic! Just as fast, pawerful and all evil! 
Finding a universe where everything is reversed, Sonic goes toe-to-toe 
with someone who is his equal in every way! 


"BEAT THE Cock” 

Tired of being second banana and coveting a top slot on Robotnik's 
Top Ten Badniks List, Coconuts does the unthinkable and captures the 
Freedom Fighters. Will his monkey business lead to a slip up, or will 
Coconuts be a great ape?! 


“Foo FoR THousHT/ You Are Wrat You Eat” 

After scarfing down a ton of chili dogs as a midnight snack. Sonic 
dreams that everyone has turned into fast food: Sonic is a chili dog, 
Sally is an ice cream cone, Tails is an order of fries, and they all 
confront Chef Ivo Robo-Burger. Will our heroes put evil on a diet 
or will they be deep fried?! 


Sowte THE Heosenos #12 
“A Timety ARRIVAL" 

Robotnik uses a time machine to send Sonic to the past! Sonic is trapped 
in prehistoric Mobius where he meets Sonugh the Baghog, the caveman 
Ivo Robotnik, and other Freedom Fighter ancestors. This may be one 
dino-disaster even Sonic can't escape from! 


"Bowo-H Eapeo Ensue” 
Can Cyril, the last of the eagles, help Sonic defeat Robotnik before his 
sanctuary is destroyed? Or will this elderly eagle's goose be cooked? 
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PAPPIER ANC MORE ) THIS, GREAT, GREAT, GREAT GREAT, GREAT, )BACK’IM GONG) 
REE OUT HERE/_A GREAT GREAT, GREAT, GREAT GRANDPA TO INVENT THE 


SHOVEL! 


1m XWE SWIPED His TIME 
.CHINE. ai 


BETS THAT YOU'D 
LIKE THAT TOO! 


WHOA. Wit WHERE AMT? Y WhO Awe DONT TRVTO FOOL RE 
THIS ISNT HOWT PicTURED) YOU, 
HEDGEMOG HEAVEN TO 


SUST CAUSE TM OLD! 
TCAN See You'Re NOT 
EAGLE’ 


TIM SONIC THE HEDSEROG| 
‘AND I FELL INTO YOUR 
WEST BY ACCIDENT? 1 
WAS LOOKING FORA Way 
TO AVOID SOME CF 
RogoTNie’s 807s 


‘BY HIDING OUT INTHE MOUNTANS| 
LIKE A B/RD-BRAIWED COWARD! 


WAS ONCE THE LEADER OF A 
LARGE FLOCK. 


7. BUT SINCE THEY WERE ALL CAPTURED TVE 
GIVEN UP FLYING, TM JUST A TIRED OLD 
BIRO... THE LAST EAGLE ON MOBIUS’ 


THEN TM GLAD, 
1 POU OG if 


Bur Sones NOT The _Y masTeR ROBOTNK! ENT, NIVEL)” THERE MOST 
Guy QUE TO FIND C¥RIL..} “TM PickiNG UPA \ Be SEVERAL NON: ROBOTS HIDING, 


| Catan cry YOU MAY BEOLO, CyvaiL. BUTT DOESNT 
SNIVELY. YOUAND T Age’ NEANYOU SHOULD GIVE UB ON LIFE’ NOUVE 
SONG FORA ORWVE UP. GOT 10 SPREAD YOUR WINGS AND FLY. THEN 
“THE MOUNTAINS IN MY YOULL FEEL LiKE AN EAGLE AGAIN! 
LATEST VILE VEWicLe.. 


1 RAMBOT 1 1 FEEL MORE LiKE A 
NOBIAN CHICKEN, BT TL 
“TRY, SONIC! HERE GOES. 


KEEP FLAPPING | 
CoRIL! KEEP 
FLAPPING! 


700K 1 CANSTI. DO 
IT! 1 CANALY 
y Za 


B 


Ts NOUSE/ 1 MAVAS WELLLET 
ROBOTNIN ROBOTICIZE ME TOD! Mave: 


TUL LEARN TO LIKE THE TASTE OF 
MACHINE OL! 


t 
yu 
KS 


GUPITHEEND Y NOVOURE NOT, CYRIL? 
MUST BE NEAR! Tm ) WERE MEMBERS OF YouR| 
‘SEEING THINGS ZA Fidcx, REMEMBER? 


2) od 


T SHOULD NEVER HAVE TALKED CyYRIC 
INTO TESTING 115 WINGS! HE WiGKT 
HAVE BEEN SPOTTED BY A BOT..OR 
ROBOTNIK HIMSELF? 


“GURPRISE/ I WOULD ADVISE YOu NOTTO MOVE A 
7ASE, 


7 NL GO ON A 
‘SoWinty? 


LY7 NOW, TELLME, HEDGEHOG, HOW MANY OF 
ENS ARE HERE WITH OU, AND WHERE CANT 
FIND THEM 2 


> 
FZ 


2 / 
E( 


HOW DARE JOU NSU NEP 


"TAKE THAT, [MPUDENT 
FOOLS 


TTT RORRY, 7 3 
Ga ‘SWIVEL Tye veasiog wis 


~ AND REFRAIN FROM MOVING UNTIL RELP ARRIVES! AS 1 TRIED TO WARN. 
$00, MASTER, THE CLIFF IS NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO SUPPORT OUR VEHICLE! 


4 


7. RETER THE DAY T HAD) 
"DONT want To BE 
“DROPPED-OFF" 


OFF 
ANYWHERE 


SENDS HS SWATEOTS ON A RAD! 
w FEYTERS TO FINO Fe 
REALLY FUN GAME =. MOT 


HERE ARE. 
Tw 


LEAN! 

| Gerth Mit 
A 

‘SPEEDY 


HEY YOu" REY BETTER NOT STAY HERE! IF THE BOTS CATCH 
AL YOU, YOU'LL NEVER NEED /ROW IN YOUR, 


TM ZARRY LYNX--SUPER TINK? 1 BRING WISFORTUNE 
710 EVERYONE 1 CONE IN CONTACT WITH, 


gr — 
a 
som 
Geis 


ap 


MASTER AOBOTHIK iS ONHIS WAY [J THESWATECTS. 
f HEEE moving, j | TO CONGRATULATE US AnoTO meet 1 HAVE CAPTURED SAL 


EAEEDOM HIS FUTURE SLAVES ! ‘AND THE GaN! THEY RE 


= Me 
o/_Wuay ARE THEY 
WEARING AROUND THEI® 
NECKS, SONC? 
ae 


STEEL COUARS REID TOGETHER BVA [IF ITS. ARRY, THEN MAYBE TS TINE )]] 
Te FIELDING CONTROLED ) | We PUT SOME OF THAT BAD LUCKTO. 
‘BY THe LEAD BOT? WOR FOR US Z 


TDI TAN UP THE MAGNETIZER 
Ano Stun Him InTO SUBMISEION.. 


Pee 


MOT So FAST, 
HEDGEHOG." 


See ess 
sa THE GANG, 


[A WHOA CAUGHT THE CONTROLS’ NOW7O FREE 
aN 
iy 


sae) | 
ig 


SW WT APPROVE 
logr conteoes a car) » 
Sree 


T HATE THAT HEDGEHOG, ) 
AND THAT LYWX, 
TOO!) 


THE BAD Lick STREAK IS, 
BROKEN, LARRY. 
HOW TO PROVE 


< 
~ 4 
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How do they aos ‘Hea covers?4 


Pat “Spaz” Spaziante, one of the most sought after artists in the industry, 
has become almost as integral to the 
Sonic the Hedgehog comics and spin-off series as Sonic himself. 
First starting in the office of Archie Comics over 10 years ago, he 
began by doing. among other things, original 
art for the Sonic comic ads, finally getting his first chance 
to pencil a story and cover with issue #21. 
(Don't worry: we will reprint that issue in a later volume.) 


a> 


From character design, interior pencils, and some of the best 
cover art of any comic, Spaz has worked on covers for various 
Sonic Specials, Super Specials, Knuckles the Echidna, 
and currently Sonic the Hedgehog, Sonic's newest spin-off; 
Sonic X, and of course these Sonic the Hedgehag Archives. 


He has left the biggest and arguably most popular artistic 
stamps on the Sonic comic world. Despite the countless fan letters 
that come in daily, he is still one of the nicest and most 
easy going people to work with, Being so kind, 

Spaz let us into his creative world far a rare glimpse 
at how he creates a cover. 
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> How do they make those covers? 
> Getting started: 


Each cover usually has the same process. 
The editor and | go over the story. in this case several stories, 
and try to pick the mast exciting moment or events. 
With Archives Volume 3 we bath agreed Pseudo-Sonic, 
the first of many to come metal Sonics, showing up, and Evil Sonic, 
the carbon copy of Sonic from the reverse universe, 
had to be on the cover. 


With most covers we go through several quick design ideas, 
never mind tossing araund conceptual ideas. 
For whatever reason, maybe knowing we would have this sneak peek 
as ta how a cover was created, we got it right on the first try. 


Despite the event nat happening inthis collection, the idea 
of having the three Sonics racing was just too good to pass up. 
Of course, we would have Sonic winning the race. 


This is an early Thumbnail Sketch. In most cases these 
are just for me, but the editor and! know each other well 
enough that this is usually it until the tight penciling stage. 
At this point. if memory serves. maving Tails fram the upper left to the 
upper right corner of the cover. and moving the 
race banner, were the only "big" changes, Tals is that little squiggle, 
in the upper left hand corner for those keeping track. 


Fr a Once Oo ee en ee 


How do they make those covers? ¢ 
; Thumbnail Sketch: 4 
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> How do they make those covers? 
> Getting the lead out: 


With a good idea of where we were going with this one, 
and on the first try too, | jumped right in with the pencilling. This is 
where the figures and the background are fully formed and 
moved around if necessary. Things like clouds in the sky, 
little bits of dust kicking up from the race, 
plus the people in the stands, the race banner and 
finish ine all get a litle mare firmly 
placed in the Sonic “universe.” 


Thisis also where, once appraved, | will start 
inking the pencil lines. At this point | will take the time 
to make little corrections that | notice while inking. Usually mast 
people will never notice the difference. It is just a bit of 
my need to make these covers as close 
to perfect as possible. 


For these covers, we add very little “thick -to- thin” in the inking, 
In traditional inking, the ink lines will vary their thickness on the page, 
or’thick-to-thin", but for the Archive cavers, the ink lines 
stay the same weight; lke a ball point pen. We chose this style 
of inking because the depth, or realism, of the cover will come 
from the color. During the stages of coloring we will probably have 
additional changes and improvements besides 
the several made during the inking stage. 
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How do they make those covers? ¢ 
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and inking: 


Pencillin 


j How do they make those covers? 
q Getting colorful: 


During the fat coloring stage 
we have worked it out so that each character and 
cover image is set up on its own layer 
Think something like magnets on a refrigerator. 
Each area is colored and cleaned up 
of any stray marks of ink or other mistakes. 
Of course, we made some additional tweaks to 
the cover during this stage. 


At this point, we played around with several of the 

cover elements. The buildings in the far distance on the left were 

added in and served as a nice framing visual. 

Tails moved around again, 

and the “Big Race” banner was lowered and color was lightened 

alittle to help give more focus to the Sonics. 

The logo color was 
also changed and mast natably the sky 

was changed to a more brilliant sunset yellaw. 

The two reasons behind this were one, to 
differentiate this caver fram the first Archive 
(hopefully you already have it and love it.) 
and two, to again help the Sonics 
pop out from the background, 


This is how the cover looked before any rendering 
and some of the changes mentioned 
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How do they make those covers? 
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{ How do they make those covers? 
> Now you know! 


Here is the cover as it was handed in, 
placed side-by-side with the caver that actually saw print 
tn the front of this collection. We decided to go with a yellow sky to 


> help pop out our three blue hedgehogs. 


The really observant Sonic fans out there might 
Notice where a lot of the inspiration for the style and color of these 
covers come fram. Being a kid myself when the first Sonic games came out, 
the promotional art really left a mark on me. 


The goal of these covers was ta reflect the time period 
> during which the comics and the video games were first intraduced. It just 
seemed to be the perfect place ta incorporate same of 


that early Sonic look of both the video games 
> and the comics. 
Recreating the airbrush look of the time 
took hours to perfect using computer coloring programs, but seems to 


work nicely with the subject, 


For those of you wondering, we will be continuing to 
update the look of the covers as the comic itself continually evolved 
its look and stories during its many different eras, 


Thanks for taking some time to read about 
the process of how we create a cover. 
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) How do they make those covers? 
> Special Extra: 


Going through material for this 
latest collection of Sonic Archives, 
we stumbled on to what you see 

on the left here: a faxed copy 

of the script for the cover to 


z Sonic the Hedgehog #9. 
4/\ At the time, all the scripts were 
ina storyboard style and nat 


written or typed out 


The character in the script is a bit 

more like Evil Sonic, while the final — 

cover features Pseudo-Sonic. Also note along the bottom === 

of the page the options for names of the hedgehog that would 
eventually be known as Evil Sonic, again despite the cover showcasing 
the first metal Sonic, Pseudo-Sonic! 


Notice how the script was a little 
different from what actualy printed. 


Welcome to a brief who's who 
of the Sonic universe. 
You have just read some 
of the earliest 
and most loved stories from the 
Sonic comic. We thought 
you'd like to learn a little extra 
about a few of your 
favorite Sonic characters. 


Fs 


if 


, & ~- ff A fH A A A A A 4 


Pseudo-Sonic 


Robotnik's baddest badnik to date! 
An exact robotic duplicate of our favorite blue ‘hog, 
Pseudo-Sonic not only looks 
exactly like our hero, but can match his speed as well! 
Still, this robo-replica lacks 
one thing that Sonic has: a heart! Can Pseudo-Sonic 
fool the Freedom Fighters and help Robotnik 
destroy Knothole once and for all, or 
is he destined for the trash heap? 


Evil Sonic 


What!? Another Sonic? That's right! 

In a parallel universe (180 degrees from the 
Mobius we have come to know) lurks a foul 
being that looks, moves, and sounds like our 
true blue hero. Except that Evil Sonic 
has a taste for violence and mayhem 
(especially against little kids and puppies)! 
What dastardly plans will he have 
for the Freedom Fighters? 
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Now that you have read the Graphic Novel 
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG ARCHIVES VOLUME 3 Look for 
ARCHIVES VOLUME 4, featuring hard to find issues #1-4, 
ARCHIVES VOLUME 2, featuring hard to find issues #5-8, 
and SONIC THE BEGINNING, featuring hard to find 
issues #0-3 of the original mini-series 


SOMIG 


—— 
~ THE PERGEROE 


Plus, keep up with the ongoing Sonic comics: 
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG and SONIC X! 


Sonic and Archie Subscriptions, 
and Graphic Novels available @: 


www.archiecomics.com 
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Relive the early adventures of Sonic the Hedgehog - the longest 
and fastest running video game-based comic ever! These amazing 
stories bring back all the action, adventure and family friendly fun 
of the classic Sonic comics! Since the beloved back-issues are so 

rare, now is your chance to read these stories again - or for 
the very first time, digitally enhanced! Collected for your 
reading pleasure - SONIC THE HEDGEHOG issues #9-#12. 


It's fisticuffs a plenty as two of Sonic's most personal foes are 
introduced for the very first time! The parade of robotic Sonics 
debuts in this volume with the evil Pseudo-Sonic! We also see how 
a good hedgehog can go bad with the nasty Evil Sonic. It’s laughs 
galore as Sonic encounters the Nerbs, and Larry the Super-Jinx 

makes his first appearance! This is a must-have 
for the avid Sonic collector, and a great place 
to start for the budding fan in you! 
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